
  
 

Georgia Safe Routes to School Resource Center  
Monthly Progress Report October 2014 
 
The Resource Center serves the State of Georgia by 
delineating outreach efforts into five geographic 
territories, serving more than 426 school Partners 
across the state.  Additionally, the Resource Center 
has 286 Friends, or community / stakeholder partners 
that support the state’s mission, but that are not 
schools themselves. A map of the five outreach 
territories and the distribution of SRTS Partner 
Schools (denoted by dots), is shown on the right. 
 
The Resource Center had a great month!  During 
October, the outreach staff supported 156 events, 
held 125 meetings, and gave 15 presentations to 
schools and school-communities, including many 
direct-to-student safety presentations.  
 
Six new Partners signed on in October, which are 
indicated on the complete Partner list at the back of 
this report. Click here for more information about 
partnerships.  Also, October was Walk to School 
month, with the annual premiere event of 
“International Walk to School Day (iWalk)” being held on October 8th around the world.  Schools throughout Georgia 
were encouraged to participate in Walk to School Month throughout October. More than 150 individual iWalk events 
at Georgia schools were registered at www.walkbiketoschool.org.  
 
Outreach  
 
Metro Atlanta Territory – Nichole Hollis, School Outreach Coordinator (SOC) 
 
Nichole has 130 partners in the Metro Atlanta Territory. During October, Nichole supported 51 iWalk Events and 
personally attended four of those events on October 8th. She assisted both new and existing partners with planning 
for iWalk and also partnered with Friend organizations Safe Kids Fulton, DeKalb, and Gwinnett for three walking 
events this month. Additionally, Nichole focused on collecting and recording Student Travel Tally data during 
October.  
 
On October 8th, 9th, and 17th, Nichole attended the following iWalk events in 
Metro Atlanta: 

 Laurel Ridge Elementary School, in DeKalb County, had 200 
walkers participate in their event on October 8th. More than 10 parents 
volunteered, and many new park and walk sites were added this year, 
which increased student participation in these events!  The  school 
also provided snacks to students and parent volunteers. A week prior 
to their event, Nichole provided a pedestrian safety lesson in the 
school’s Physical Education classes. See photo at right of families 
crossing the street to Laurel Ridge. 

 
 

http://www.saferoutesga.org/content/partnership
http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
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 Summerour Middle School in Gwinnett County also held a successful walking event with more than 300 
students participating on October 8th. Safe Kids Gwinnett and Nichole helped the school plan their event 
and also provided incentives to students who participated. The school permitted Gwinnett County School 
buses to drop off students at the nearby park and walk sites, so they could take part in the event.  
Additionally, Nichole gave a brief presentation on the importance of walking to school and how to do so 
safety.  

 Indian Creek Elementary School in DeKalb County had more than 900 students participate in their walking 
event on October 9th. Safe Kids DeKalb and staff from the DeKalb County Board of Health offered 
incentives to students who participated in the event.  

 Whitefoord Elementary School in Fulton County had more 
than 150 students participate in their walking event! Safe Routes 
to School partnered with Safe Kids Fulton and FedEx 
volunteers in support of FedEx’s “Walk this Way” grant, which 
was awarded to Whitefoord Elementary this year! The winning 
class with the most walkers also received the Golden Shoe 
Award (presented by Nichole) and received complimentary t-
shirts, bracelets, and pedestrian safety booklets from Safe Kids 
Fulton. In the photo on the right, students pose with their Golden 
Shoe award. 

 
 
East Central Territory - Taki Smith, School Outreach Coordinator 
 
Taki currently supports 81 Partners in the East Central Territory.  
 
In October, IWalk was a huge success in the East Central Territory! Taki increased participation this year by 17% 
over 2013 levels and had 30 schools register and participate in IWalk. She attended several IWalk events this month 
and also partnered with the Safe Kids Coalition-Greater Augusta and Peach State Health Plan-East Central 
(both Friends of the Resource Center) to plan various events. On October 7th, she educated students during a 
pedestrian assembly at C.T Walker Magnet School, in Richmond County.  And on October 21st, Taki presented at a 
meeting of Friend of the Resource Center, the Tri-County Family Connection in Treutlen County. 
 
In observance of National School Bus Safety Week (October 20-24), 
Taki attended and presented at a School Bus Driver Appreciation 
Assembly at Union Elementary School, in Bibb County. Several 
school bus drivers attended the assembly, where the students showed 
their appreciation by presenting the drivers with goodies and thank you 
cards. See the photo to the right.  
 
Taki also represents the Resource Center on the Augusta 
Partnership for Children, Inc. Children’s Week Committee. Taki 
participated in Children’s Story Time at the Augusta Library where she 
read pedestrian/bicycle friendly books to more than 200 kindergartens. Participants received SRTS bookmarks in 
their registration packets. On October 31st, Taki also participated in the Fall Festival at Hartley Elementary School, 
in Bibb County, where she distributed SRTS pedestrian safety information and provided the students with glow-in-
the-dark bracelets and reflective zipper pulls for Halloween. 
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Highlights from iWalk include 

 Greene County School District, located in Greensboro, 
had more than 1,400 students, faculty/staff, and parents 
participate in Walk to School Day on October 10th. Five 
schools in the district collaborated and participated in this 
event. The School Champion organized a park and walk 
site, to which all the students from each school were 
shuttled by bus before school started. The Greensboro 
Police Department then blocked off the street, and everyone walked 
1/2 mile to their school. See the photo at right of students walking and 
holding signs promoting walking. The Mayor of Greene County and 
the School Superintendent also walked with the students.  

 

 Greenbrier Elementary School, located in Columbia County, had 
more than 200 students and parents participate in Walk to School 
Day. This year, the Chick-fil-A cow mascot attended the event and 
handed out coupons to students as they arrived to school.  This is the 
school’s second year participating in the event and their participation 
has increased tremendously; the photo at the right shows the cow 
posing for photos with students.  
 
 

North Territory – Alicia Hatcher, Sr. School Outreach Coordinator 
 
Alicia supports 105 school Partners. One new school in the North territory, Shallowford Falls Elementary in Cobb 
County, signed up in October.  
 
Twenty-six schools in North Georgia participated in iWalk events during October. Alicia supported the events with 
incentives and materials. She attended events at Vickery Creek Elementary and Vickery Creek Middle in 
Cumming on October 8th. The schools are located next to one another and received an infrastructure grant from 
GDOT to build sidewalks connecting nearby neighborhoods to the schools. The Resource Center helped to organize 
several Walking Schools Buses from four neighborhoods, and more than 400 Vickery Creek Elementary students 
and their parents walked to school! Students were greeted in the gym with healthy snacks, water, and incentives 
provided by the Resource Center. Walking School Buses were also organized for Vickery Creek Middle, where 50 
students walked to school. Both schools are in the process of setting up formal, daily Walking School Buses. IWalk 
was a great way to kick off their new active commute! 
  
Alicia also attended an iWalk celebration at Turner Middle School in Douglasville on October 9th. Alicia worked 
with Safe Kids Douglas County, school counselors, and the PE teacher to bring pedestrian safety lessons to 160 
students during two PE classes. The students were shown a 10-minute pedestrian safety video and then participated 
in three pedestrian safety activities, including a texting challenge!  The challenge required students to text and walk, 
while volunteers walked beside and in front of them, demonstrating how distracting texting can be.  
  
Other iWalk highlights from North Georgia: 

 Davis Elementary in Marietta had their first iWalk event with more than 200 students walking 

 Timothy Road Elementary in Athens organized Walking School Buses, some led by local officials, and 
had 190 students walk  

 Bascomb Elementary in Woodstock had 535 students walk (over half of the school population!) and had 
neighborhood captains lead their Walking School Buses 
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Alicia also led another Regional Commissions SRTS Webinar on October 17th, during which she provided updates 
from the Resource Center and informed the group of upcoming events. A brief discussion about the Regional 
Commission’s SRTS plans for the coming months ensued, following the presentation Representatives from seven 
Regional Commissions across the state participated.  
 

 
Southwest Territory – Chelsea Carter, School Outreach Coordinator 
 
Chelsea maintains 71 Partners. Three new schools signed on as Partners with the Southwest region this month:  
Scott Elementary School in Thomas County, Lake Park Homeschool Group in Lowndes County, and Schley 
County Elementary School in Schley County.  
 
With 15 presentations, 31 meetings, and 24 iWalk events, Chelsea spent her month traveling throughout her region 
to participate and support schools.  

 The Honeybee Festival was a tabling event in Hahira. This event reached thousands of people as 

they came through town for the annual festival. It was at this event that the Lake Park 

Homeschool Group learned about Safe Routes to School and decided to partner. 

 92.1 Talk Radio asked Chelsea to come and speak on the radio in Lowndes County to explain the 

program and describe iWalk, alongside Corey Hull from the South Georgia Regional 

Commission Office. 

 Chelsea attended the ribbon cutting for Chattahoochee County Educational Center’s sidewalks, 

which was timed to coincide with an iWalk event. This was an infrastructure project funded by the 

GDOT Safe Routes to School Infrastructure Program. 

 Pinevale Elementary School also hosted their large annual Walk Your Child to School Day, 

complete with elected officials and an assembly. 

 Hand-in-Hand Primary School in Thomas County instructed students on Walking Safety as well 

as Bus Safety during Bus Safety Week October 20th-24th. 

 Schley County Walking and Bus Safety Lessons included all students in grades Pre-K to 4th. 

Schley County Elementary decided to partner this month after hearing about the education that 

could be offered to its students. Chelsea went to the school and presented to each grade during 

Bus Safety week. Chelsea included safety information for bus riders and walkers.  

 The Walking Distracted Assembly at partner school C.A. Gray Junior High was a fun 

presentation by Chelsea to eight classes. Topics included walking while texting, listening to music, 

playing games, as well as head trauma and its effects. Chelsea included material from the 

SafeKids Worldwide website, as well as the website for the Centers for Disease Control. 

 

Chelsea represented the Resource Center at the Georgia Bikes! Annual Bike Summit. The event is held in a 

different location each year. This year, it was hosted by the River Valley Regional Commission in Columbus. 

Topics ranged from Complete Streets to the Atlanta Cycling Festival. Chelsea reported back to the project team the 

following Monday.  

Every school in the Southwest Territory was notified of Safe Routes to School’s application process for Travel Plan 
Assistance and Safety Focus Assessment.  
 
The promotion of Crossing Guard Appreciation Week, November 17-21, was well received by schools in both 
suburban and rural areas.  Crossing guards range from law enforcement officers to teachers, and even an assistant 
principal! New partner Scott Elementary School in Thomas County will show appreciation to their crossing guards 
by using the thank you card template available on the Safe Routes to School website.  
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Chelsea also reminded schools of the importance of data collection through the  Student Travel Tallies. As the 
schools were educated about how important this data collection is, and how the information can be helpful to them, 
more schools cooperated in the effort.  
 
 
Coastal Territory – Patti Sistrunk, Sr. School Outreach Coordinator, PM 
 
Patti maintains 39 school Partners in the Coastal Georgia Territory. Two schools partnered with the Resource Center 
in October. 

 Thunderbolt Elementary School is located in a residential area in Thunderbolt, a small town in Chatham 
County. The school has few walkers, though it appears to be close to many homes. The PE Teacher 
contacted Patti requesting more information and support for iWalk. The school had an iWalk event on 
October 8th and is planning to participate in future events and provide pedestrian safety information to 
students.  

 Butler Elementary School is also located in Chatham County. The Savannah school is nestled in a 
residential neighborhood, but no one seemed to know how many students walk regularly. The PE teacher 
was eager to access resources for the Title I school, and immediately signed up for iWalk. Safety education 
is planned for later in the school year. 

 
The Coastal Territory had 14 events registered for iWalk. Patti provided planning support and incentives at all 
locations and attended two events. Event highlights include the following:  

 Windsor Forest Elementary School in Savannah 
had an event on October 8th that included the Windsor 
Forest High School marching band and majorettes 
with more than 250 students and parents. Healthy 
Savannah, Safe Kids Savannah, Alliance for Healthier 
Generation, and other organizations supported. 
Children hold signs provided by Safe Kids Savannah 
in the photo to the right. The Friday before (October 
3rd) Safe Kids Savannah coordinator, Alison Huffman, 
and Patti provided pedestrian and bicycle safety 
education to each grade during assemblies.  

 West Chatham Elementary in Pooler held a large event on 
October 9th. Patti provided incentives and helped hand-out 
materials. The PTA provided bottled water, juice, and 
breakfast pastries. More than 650 students walked or rode 
bicycles.  Mayor Mike Lamb of Pooler posed with the 
principal, Champion, parents, and walkers for a photo 
shown on the right. The following week, on October 14th, 
Patti provided presentations to all grades during various 
assemblies. She brought her bicycle to discuss bicycle 
safety, demonstrated proper helmet fitting, and showed a 
pedestrian safety video. During a lunch break, Patti met with the PE teacher, principal, and assistant 
principal to discuss plans for a bicycle rodeo during Georgia Walk to School Day week in March 2015.  
 

The City of Tybee invited Patti to participate in the annual Bicycle Rally on Sunday, October 19th, in Jaycee Park as 
part of the Tybee Island Community Day. The city is a Friend of the Resource Center, and partnered with other 
friends like Healthy Savannah and Savannah Bicycle Campaign to provide bicycle checks, helmet checks, and 
safety information. Patti set up a helmet display, provided bookmarks and zipper pulls, and talked with parents about 
safety.  
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Healthy Savannah continued to work with Patti and other community stakeholders toward a Savannah Complete 
Streets policy and coordinated Safe Routes to School initiatives at ten selected schools in Savannah. Community 
meetings were held at four of the ten schools in October: Windsor Forest Elementary, Pulaski Elementary, Brock 
Elementary, and Hodge Elementary. Three of these schools are not partners, but Patti made contacts and will 
continue to work toward partnerships. In November, she’ll be presenting at Pulaski Elementary and expects the 
school to sign on with the program. The other schools will have meetings over the next few months. Those schools 
(which are all SRTS Partners) include Hubert Middle School, East Broad Street School, Butler Elementary, 
Gadsden Elementary, Shuman Elementary, and White Bluff Elementary. 
 
 
Marketing and Resource Development 
 
The Resource Center marketed iWalk events throughout October. Staff distributed incentives, including pedestrian 
safety bookmarks, reflective zipper pulls, glow-in-the-dark bracelets, stickers, and pencils to partner schools that 
registered at www.walkbiketoschool.org. Template press releases were also prepared for and provided to 
participating communities.  
 
Also in October, Toole Design Group developed the Bicycle Rodeo toolkit, which will be pilot- during the next 
quarterly team meeting in mid-December. The toolkit was reviewed by outreach staff and project management. 
Photos will be taken during this pilot session to include in the toolkit to illustrate.  
 
Staff also completed numerous materials for Crossing Guard Appreciation Week, including a template press release, 
thank you cards, and a set of related graphics. All of these resources are available on the SRTS website’s Crossing 
Guard Appreciation Week landing page.  
 
The Resource Center Outreach team posted to Facebook 13 times and added numerous photos from iWalk. Posts 
included iWalk registration and reminders, news from the National Center for SRTS, School Bus Safety Week tips, 
and Halloween pedestrian safety reminders. 
 
Travel Plan Assistance 
 
The Resource Center previously launched the application and web site pages explaining the Travel Plan Assistance 
options in September. Applications are due in early November. The information can be found here: 
www.saferoutesga.org/content/safe-routes-school-travel-plans-and-reports. During October, SOCs continued to 
reach out to municipalities, school districts, and schools to encourage them to submit applications. Applications will 
be reviewed and approved by GDOT. Initial meetings and data collection will begin in December.  
 
Thirty Day Look Ahead 
 
The Outreach team will continue to work with schools, districts, and communities to plan events and resources that 
support walking and biking programs.   
 
The Resource Center team will accept applications for Travel Plan Assistance and Safety Focused Reports through 
the first week of November. Selection will take place in November, and the Resource Center will provide 
recommendations to GDOT for final approval by the end of November.  
 
The Resource Center is coordinating the first annual statewide Crossing Guard Appreciation Week, November 17-21, 
2014. Schools and communities are encouraged to recognize their crossing guards. Materials are provided to 
support the events including thank you card templates. SOCs will track events and provide updates to GDOT.  
 
The Resource Center management team provided a draft scope of work to GDOT for Task Order 3. Negotiations are 
expected to begin in November. Task Order 2 ends in mid-January. 
 

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
http://www.saferoutesga.org/content/crossing-guard-appreciation-week-november-17-21-2014
http://www.saferoutesga.org/content/crossing-guard-appreciation-week-november-17-21-2014
http://www.saferoutesga.org/content/safe-routes-school-travel-plans-and-reports

